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Rosh Hashanah Children’s Service 
 

B’ruchim Ha’baim –  Welcome to God’s house! 
     Welcome to a New Year! 
Let us begin our service today by singing a song of greeting to 
God, greetings to each other, and greetings to the New Year. 
 
In Hebrew, we greet someone by saying Shalom Aleichem. 
 

* * 
 
Now we have sung to God, and our hearts are open.  Now we 
are ready to welcome the New Year.  A New Year?  Why new?  
The sun keeps rising in the morning and goes down every night.   
 
The flowers bloom in the spring and fade in the fall.   
 
We study and we play.  We wake and we sleep. 
 
Every day seems different and yet somehow the same. 
 
What is new then about today?  What is new is something we 
cannot see.  For it has to do with things inside ourselves – 
 
How we think, 
How we feel about ourselves, 
How we feel about others, 
And how we want to act. 
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If we change what is inside, if we can make our thinking and 
feeling like new – then we will have a different day, a different 
year.  Then today will truly be a Rosh Hashanah – the beginning 
of a New Year.   
 
Today we try to open our hearts and start a new year for 
ourselves.   
 
May it be a better year, 
With more love and less anger, 
With more helpfulness and less selfishness,  
With more cheerfulness and less complaining.   
 
Let us pray to God together to help us start just such a year.  
Let us first praise, Adonai, our God, for as we praise God, we 
come closer to God and to the good things in life.   
 

 
We praise you, Adonai, Creator of the universe,  

for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for bringing us to this holy day. 

 
We rise for the Bar’chu 
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A long, long, long time ago, God made the world.  That means 
that Rosh Hashanah is the birthday of the world.  God placed in 
it beautiful skies and oceans and mountains, flowers and birds, 
pandas and polar bears, giraffes, eagles, and ants. But there 
were no people, and the world was a lonely place.  So, God 
made people to live in the world, to care for the plants and 
animals.  God wants us to be good to each other and to work 
with God to make the world better.   
 
Our God, we pledge on Rosh Hashanah to continue Your work 
in this New Year.  We are proud to be your partners.  
 
 

This Is Very Good 

 
When God made the world 
God made it full of light 
The sun to shine by day and the moon and stars by night 
God made it full of life; lilies, oaks and trout 
Tigers and bears, sparrows, hawks, and apes. 
And God took clay from earth’s four corners 
To give it the breath of life 
And God said: 
 
Chorus:   
This is very good, this is very good 
Man, woman and child, all are good 
Man, woman and child, all are good 
Man, woman and child resemble God.   
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One God!  One world of living creatures!   
One family, all of us, born of God’s love. 
What shall we pray for? 
 
Always to remember the love of God. 
 
What shall be the answer to our prayer? 
 
Our love for God’s children.   
 
 

Sh’ma Yisrael 
 

 
 

Hear O Israel, Adonai is our God, Adonai is One! 
Blessed is God’s glorious majesty, forever and ever. 
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V’ahavta – You Shall Love 
 

 
 

You shall love Adonai your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your being.  Set these words, which God 
commands you, upon your heart.  Speak of them in your home 
and on your way, when you lie down and when you rise up. 
 
You shall love Adonai your God. There is a story about these 
words.  Once a famous rabbi was asked: “Rabbi, which is the best 
way to love God?”  The Rabbi answered: “The best way to love 
God is to love others.  Then you will also love God, and God will 
love you.”   
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What is it then that we need today? 
 
More love and understanding 
For our parents, 
For our friends, 
For our teachers, 
For people in need of love.   
 
The Torah teaches: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
How can we do this?  Long ago, a great teacher named Hillel told 
us how. He said: “Do not do to others, what you do not want 
them to do to you.”   
 
In other words:  If we do not want others to speak harshly to us, 
then let us not speak harshly to them. 
 
If we want others to treat us fairly and kindly,  
then let us first treat them fairly and kindly. 
 
If we want others to understand us,  
Then let us first try to understand them.  
 
This is the way to friendship and fellowship.  This is the way to 
each other and to God.  So then, let us think once more about 
the words: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Let us pray 
to God to make us more loving and understanding of others. 
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Ge’ulah - Redemption 
 

Once we were slaves in Egypt and God took us out and set us 
free.  On the way out of Egypt, the Children of Israel sang a song, 
the Mi Kamocha. By remembering that we were slaves, and 
knowing that now we are free, we are better able to understand 
the mitzvot. 
 
If we remember the bitterness of slavery, we can begin to help 
everyone become free. 
 
 

Mi Kamocha – Who Is Like You? 
 

 
 

Who is like You, Adonai?  
Who is like You, glorious in holiness,  

awesome in splendor, worker of wonders. 

 
TEFILAH  

 
Rosh Hashanah is a holy day of circles.  Round challah with 
raisins and apples with honey are sweet circles.  We praise you, 
God, for helping us to start the circle of teshuvah, the circle of 
forgiveness, that we will finish on Yom Kippur. 
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Eternal God, on this Rosh Hashanah, we know that the world is 
not yet what it could be. We still have work to do.  There are 
lonely and sad people.  There are people who are hungry and 
sick.  Some people don’t have homes to live in. 
 
We cannot fix the world in one or two or even ten years.  By 
next Rosh Hashanah, let us be able to say that we did 
something this year to improve our world.  Then our prayers for 
peace, goodness, and blessing will find an answer. 
 

 
Silent Prayer - Peace 
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TORAH SERVICE 

 
Please Rise 

 
Avinu Malkeynu – Our God above,  
we pray for a good New Year. 
 
Avinu Malkeynu – Our God above,  
help us to be good and the year will be good. 
 
Avinu Malkeynu – Our God above, help us to be new, and the 
year will be new. 
 
Avinu Malkeynu – Our God above, 
in this new year give us more love and understanding. 
 
Avinu Malkeynu – Our God above, 
grant peace to all people on earth. 
 
We now give honor to the Torah, for in it are written words of 
wisdom and words of love.  If we observe its ways, we can be 
happy, and all people can live together in peace.  
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Genesis 22: 1 – 3 
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These are the words which we read from the Torah in Hebrew. 
They tell us how God tested Abraham, and how Abraham 
showed his trust in God.  He trusted God with everything, even 
with the life of his own son Isaac.  Because of this, Abraham 
heard God’s voice which said: “Abraham, because you have 
trusted Me, and have listened to My voice, I will reward you.  
Your children and their children will become a people, a great 
people.  Great not in numbers, but great in faith.  They will be 
called children of Abraham, and they will teach faith to all 
humankind.  They will be a blessing to the world. That will be 
your reward.” 
 
This was God’s promise to Abraham.  We who are here today 
are his children, the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah.  By trusting God as Abraham 
did, we may indeed be a true blessing to humanity.   
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Returning the Torah to the Ark 

 
God says: “I have given you something wonderfully good; do 
not forget it.” 
 
It is a tree of life to those who hold onto it, and those who 
support it are happy.  Its ways are pleasant ways, and all its 
paths are peace. 
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Shofar Service 
 
Now we will listen to a new voice – but it is not the voice of any 
person. It is the voice of the Shofar.  Though the shofar is a 
horn, its music is not like any music we know.  The sounds we 
make are new and different sounds – just as different and new 
as Rosh Hashanah itself.  We will now hear four sounds, but 
before we do so, we ask God to open our ears so that we may 
truly understand the voice of the Shofar.   
 
Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Who gives us commandments 
and calls us to hear the sound of the Shofar.  
 
The first sound is TEKIAH!   
Loud and strong, it says: Listen! 
Listen to the voice of God on this Rosh Hashanah, TEKIAH!  
 
The second sound is SHEVARIM!   
A low note and a high note; because whether we are big or 
small, all our voices are heard by God. SHEVARIM! 
 
The third sound is TERUAH!   
Little broken notes which say: Pay attention to the little things.  
TERUAH! 
 
And the fourth and final sound is TEKIAH GEDOLAH! 
The greatest of them all.  One single blast which stands for all 
the others. It tells us to listen to the voice of the one God, now 
and forever.  TEKIAH GEDOLAH! 
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ALEYNU 
 
Let us adore the ever-living God and give praise to the One who 
spread out the heavens and established the earth, whose glory 
is revealed in the heavens above, and whose greatness is 
manifest throughout the world. You are our God, there is none 
else.   
 
We therefore bow in awe and reverence before the One who is 
Sovereign over all, the Holy and Blessed One.   
 
 

 
 
 
May the time soon come when all people will try to understand 
each other.  When they know that God is our loving creator and 
that all people are children of God, then will peace and 
friendship come to the world. Let us do our little share and do 
the very best we can.   
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Conclusion 
 
We have come together on this Rosh Hashanah.  We have 
prayed together; we have sung together; we have been silent 
together.  We thank you, O God, for this time which we have 
spent with you and with each other, and we pray that we may 
not forget tomorrow what we have thought about today. In 
nine days, it will be Yom Kippur.  Be with us during these Days 
of Awe.  May the hopes and prayers which we have said 
together today be pleasing to You, so that we will be blessed 
with a good and peaceful year.   AMEN 

 
The custom of eating apples and honey: 

 
Rosh Hashanah is a day not for sadness but for hope. 

For this reason, we eat an apple dipped in honey today. 
This custom speaks of our hope that the coming year will be of 

growing sweetness, and that we ourselves will learn ways of 
being sweeter in all that we say, in all that we do. 
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